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"After having read the applications on hand, the following
decisions were made for the time being: Those entitled to support
are divided into three categories:
1st category: university students, students at art academies
receiving up to sfr. 500/yr;
2nd category: students in teacher colleges, and college
preparatory schools receiving up to sfr. 250/yr;
3rd category: apprentices in trades."
According to a special regulation trade apprentices had to submit their
applications to the handwerklicher Gewerbeverein [Society for Unions of
Craftsmen] which then provided recommendations to the Foundation board.
Support was approved when 1) there was an official attestation about the
financial situation of the applicant or his/her parents which proved that
financial support was indeed necessary, and 2) a report about the applicant's
school attendance, diligence and abilities was provided.
Another scholarship recipient:
Franz Hasenbohler
Born on November 1, 1936 as citizen of Therwil near Basel. He attended
the elementary school in Therwil and graduated with a Matura [the
nationally required exam which allows entering a Swiss (or German,
Austrian) university, type A, i.e. with Greek and Latin] from the humanities
branch of the Gymnasium [college preparatory school] in Basel in 1956.
Subsequently he studied philosophy and law at the universities of Basel and
Fribourg and received a doctor in law in 1974.
After internships in several courts in the Canton of Basel-Landschaft
and in a law firm in Basel, he was elected clerk at the Criminal Court of
Basel-Landschaft in Liestal. After two years in that position he passed the
bar exam. Then he was elected Clerk of the District Court. After two years
he began to work for the private sector becoming director of the legal
department for an insurance firm .
1971
elected president of the District Court in Arlesheim;
1979
Habilitation [second dissertation to gain the right to give courses
at an university] at the law faculty of the University of Basel,
appointed as Privatdozent [roughly equivalent to assistant
professor, but without regular salary];
1982
election to additional Federal Judge [i.e. this was not his main
occupation];
1984
appointment as extraordinary professor of law at the University
of Basel [with regular salary];
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1989

elected as ordinary [full] professor of law and chair for private
law at the University of Basel;
1992/93 Dean of the Law Faculty at the University of Basel.

Painting of Jakob Wagner, "Music at home" (1890)

The Foundation board regularly denied applications if
- the applicants were not citizens of the Canton of Basel-Landschaft;
- did not have sufficiently good grades;
- if the financial situation did not support granting a scholarship;
- if several family members were already receiving scholarhsips;
- if someone else in the same training institution [Lehrbetrieb] was aheady
receiving scholarship support [there were usually only few apprentices in
a firm providing training]
The Foundation board always announced the dates for submitting
applications in the official government paper and in various daily
newspapers.
The board proceeded in pragmatic ways when distributing money. This
is evident in the way in which the board dealt with the debts of Jakob
Wagner in March of 1895: the young painter from Gelterkinden - who then
lived in Africa - owed Heinrich Handschin first sfr. 1,000.00 and then
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss2/17
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another sfr. 200.00. Upon the request of his uncle the board forgave the debt
stating that according to Heinrich Handschin's will debts of sfr. 1,000.00
were to be forgiven and that the money could also be considered as
educational support for the young artist. 22
Support for Youth instead of Public Assistance
From the beginning the Handschin Foundation had to reject requests for
granting public assistance. Its purpose was well defined and oriented mainly
to education and training. Handschin' swill, however, provided some space
for the board to support charitable institutions. Already at its second
meeting in February 1895 the board decided to give support to the Basel
Sanatorium for Chest Illnesses [probably Tuberculosis], and the Red Cross
Section of Canton Basel-Landschaft also received regular contributions. In
addition the Foundation contributed toward meals for poor junior high
students and, if necessary, to pay for their shoes. At first, students of junior
high schools did not receive scholarships. Yet the Foundation regularly
denied applications for public assistance for adult individuals or disabled
persons on the basis that it was the obligation of the communities to provide
public assistance. Disabled children were supported if they attended special
schools, such a the school for the Deaf, and also received further training
there. The Foundation board, however, consistently rejected applications for
loans of any kind.
Old Plans, New Schools
On the basis of Handschin' s inheritance it was also possible to realize
an old plan of the young Canton Basel-Landschaft: the first cantonal
inspector of schools, Johannes Kettiger, had pointed out already in 1835
how important it was to have schools for girls. According to the model of
Heinrich Pestalozzi educating girls at that time meant educating them to be
homemakers. Because of Kettiger the Canton Basel-Landschaft was the first
Swiss Canton which made needlework and knitting [Handarbeit] a required
part of instruction. This branch of the instruction was later expanded into
schools for housekeeping. With support from the Foundation the first
cooking school was established 1895 in Liestal. Others followed quickly,
and by 1918 22 cooking and housekeeping schools were operating in the
Canton.
Finally, a farming school was to be established. The Foundation board
approved support in 1895, but at the beginning teachers could not be found,
and thus the school's establishment was delayed. As a stop-gap measure,
poor students who were being trained outside the Canton, e.g. in Brugg
[Canton Aargau], received scholarships.
22

Ibid., Meeting of March 29, 1895.
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Profession and Vocation
Early minutes of board meetings also contain short biographies of the
applicants. It is noteworthy that, from its inception, the Foundation
supported not only students or apprentices in commercial or trade schools,
but also fledgling artists. Among the first artists were the painter Alice
Baumgarter from Liestal and the sculptor Joseph Thtirkauf from Oberwil
who studied in several cities in northern Italy.
Here are some short examples from the applications in the first few
decades: application# 119 of 1905 reads:

Jakob Schaffner, citizen of Buus, presently residing in Basel
applies in a letter, dated June 7, 1905, detailing all his [financial]
circumstances, for support from the Handschin Foundation in order
to obtain further education as a writer. Schaffner was born 1875 in
Basel and educated in the Beuggen School [pietistic missionary
school, rh] and then had to learn the trade of a shoemaker. Yet
since this trade did not appeal to him in the long run, he quit in
order to become a writer in which endeavor he was encouraged by
the favorable reaction to his novel Irrfahrten [Odysseys]. At this
time Schaffner would like to expand the knowledge which he has
so far gained through his own studies as well as following
academic courses in philosophy and literature, yet he does not have
even the most basic financial means to do this. The applicant is
being highly recommended by Professor Dr. Albert Gessler.
The Foundation board approved the request of the young writer
allowing him also to submit further applications. Later, at his 50 th birthday,
the Foundation sent him sfr. 100.00. [Translator's note: Schaffner indeed
became a well-known writer, his best-known work is the novel Johannes
which appeared in 1922 in two volumes and contains much
autobiographical material. He was discussed in my course on Swiss
literature at the University of Zurich in the early 1960s].
And application #86 of 1914 reads: The Armenpflege [Board for Public
Assistance] of Reigoldswil applies in a letter dated August 11, 1914, for a
contribution from the Handschin Foundation towards the care of B. M. ( ... )
in the School for Mentally Handicapped Children in Gelterkinden." The
Foundation did not approve this application because the Foundation already
supported this school with sfr. 4000.00. According to the practice at that
time, a contribution to an individual student could not be approved.
Finally application #63 of 1920: "Ernst Handschin, from Rickenbach,
a Swiss immigrant to Russia, who returned with his family to Switzerland
without mean_s, submitted a request for the means which would allow his
two daughters Elsa Eugenie Handschin, born December 13, 1897, and Ema
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Handschin, born February 18, 1895, to continue their studies in medicine,
which they had begun in Russia, at the University of Bern." The Foundation
granted the request.

Foundation Policies
The Foundation board supported various projects: When at the end of
the 1920s it became clear that there would be a lack of trained bricklayers,
the board decided in the meeting of December 12, 1929, to support
apprentice courses for bricklayers reasoning that "learning the trade of
bricklayer is especially suitable for the sons of our silk ribbons weaver
families." These courses had the advantage that, after completing them, the
apprentices were paid in such a way that they no longer needed support and
thus, in tum, were able to help their families financially. The economic
crisis in the early 1930s generated a record number of requests for
scholarships. Because from 1930 on apprentices were able to take up
unemployment insurance, the Foundation was no longer willing to continue
scholarships once the apprenticeship was completed. During the years of the
economic crisis the Foundation had also fulfilled the task of an
unemployment fund for young people in trades who did not have insurance.
In the following decades a policy slowly emerged according to which
the Foundation supported primarily students in college preparatory schools,
teachers' colleges, universities and other specialty schools. The reason for
this was the fact that apprentices, in contrast to their peers among the
students, earned at least a small salary.
Today the Handschin Foundation has begun to formulate new and
timely goals for its educational grants.

Leo Jenni: I was born on June 7, 1941 in Dietgen. My first scholarly
attempts were in the elementary school of Dietgen, after which I attended
the junior high school [Realschule] in Sissach . From 1957 to 1961 I
completed an apprenticeship in mechanical drafting in the Firm of Buss AG
in Pratteln. These years as apprentice in an international firm were
especially valuable for me as they awakened in me a curiosity which went
beyond the merely technical. Because of this I decided to try to pass the
Swiss Maturitiitszeugnis [cf. explanation on p. 28] with the goal to study at
an university. From 1962 to 1964 I attended theMaturitiitsabteilung [school
preparing students who did not attend a college prep school for this exam]
of the Atheneum Institute in Basel where I completed the Maturitiitsexamen
of Type C [with special emphasis in mathematics and the sciences]. This
education would not have been possible for me without the financial
support from the Handschin Foundation because my parents did not have
the financial means to pay for it.
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At the beginning of the winter semester of 1964/65 I began to study
mathematics, physics, geography and biology at the University of Basel.
My studies were again supported by scholarships from the Handschin
Foundation and from the Canton Basel-Landschaft, and I also worked while
studying. In 1967 I obtained a teaching certificate for junior high schools
in Aarau and, while continuing my studies, taught in Sissach and at the
college prep school in Mtinchenstein. In 1971 I obtained a Ph.D. in medical
zoology with a dissertation under the guidance of Professor Rudolf Geigy
at the Swiss Institute for the Tropics discussing a species of ticks
[argasidae] in Africa. With the support of a scholarship from the
Nationalfonds [Swiss fund for scholarly research] I did post-doctoral studies
in England, Africa and the US. In 1975 I returned to the Swiss Institute for
the Tropics where I was charged to set up a research team for single-celled
parasites, especially for those causing African Sleeping Sickness
(trypansomiasis). In 1977 I completed my Habilitation [second dissertation
which grants the right to teach at an university] for the Faculty of Natural
Sciences at the University of Basel, and in 1983 I was named Extraordinary
Professor for Zoology. Besides my teaching at the university I was always
also fascinated by working with international organizations, e.g. the World
Health Organization. This allowed me take a critical look at the how and
why of my own work. After being elected as one of the directors of the
Institute for the Tropics in 1987, I decided to begin something new in 1991.
From 1992 on I directed the coordinating office of the Foundation MenschGesellaft-Umwelt MGU [Individual-Society-Environment] of the Canton
Basel-Landschaft at the University of Basel while still being engaged in
research and teaching at the Institute for the Tropics. I married in 1969;
with her own points of view my wife has always been an essential help
when I had to make important decisions.
Foundation By-laws of 1894 and 1942
The Cantonal Executive of the Canton Basel-Landschaft passes the
following By-laws for administering the Foundation assets which Heinrich
Handschin's Last Will, dated October 20, 1892, bequeathed to the Canton:
§1
All securities of the Foundation assets are to be deposited in the Cantonal
Treasury and to be administered according to these By-laws by the
Secretary of the Treasury, but separately from the rest of the cantonal assets,
under the supervision of a committee appointed for this task.

The Cantonal Treasurer is to pay a security deposit for administering the
Foundation assets.
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